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ST. BARTHOLOMEW PARISH 
NEEDHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your 
wife into your home.  For it is through the Holy Spirit that 

this child has been conceived in her,  She will bear a son  
and you are to name him Jesus.”   

~Matthew 1:20,21~ 
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Mass Intentions 

May these intentions and all the prayers of the  
faithful be ever in the Heart of Jesus. 

 
 

 
 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW PARISH  
1180 Greendale Ave.—Needham, MA 02492 

(781) 444-3434 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Parish Office:  (781) 444-3434 

Fax:  (781) 449-7550 
Email:  stbartholomew@comcast.net 

Website:  www.stbartholomew-needham.org 
Office Hours:  (M — F) 9:30 AM — 3:30 PM 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. J. Thomas Gignac, Administrator 

Gisele Byda, Business Manager 

Ann Mullin, Administrative Assistant 

Maryellen Jennings, Religious Ed. Coordinator, Grades K - 6 

Andrea Fidurko, Religious Ed. Coordinator, Grades 7 - 10 

PRAYER LINE 
This is a network of people who pray for special intentions.  

Call the parish office and leave a message regarding for  
whom you would like prayers said.   

 

OUR MISSION 
 
 

As a warm and welcoming community, we strive 
to live out our Catholic faith and share Christ’s 
loving message of salvation.  We nurture the  

gifts and talents of all, to serve our local  
and global community                                       

joyfully. 

 Saturday, December 17 

4:00 PM Natale & Geraldine Scarcella 
Urban & Alice Belval 

 Sunday, December 18 

8:00 AM For the People of the Parish 

9:45 AM William & Nora Niland & Family 

11:30 AM George Madaus 

 Monday, December 19 

9:00 AM Hugh Gallagher 

 Tuesday, December 20 

9:00 AM Jose Antonio Mendoza Rojas 
(living) 

 Wednesday, December 21 

9:00 AM Patrick Hart 

 Thursday, December 22 

9:00 AM William Risio 

 Friday, December 23 

9:00 AM Joseph Cuddemi 

 Saturday, December 24 

9:00 AM Nancy L. Wetherell 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 

Sunday: 8:00 AM, 9:45 AM, 11:30 AM 
Daily Mass:  Mon — Sat, 9:00 AM 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 2:30 PM — 3:15 PM or by appointment 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
First Sunday of each month at 12:30 PM 

Please call a month in advance to schedule Baptisms. 
  

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Arrangements must be made with the parish priest 

at least 6 months prior to the wedding.    
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Eucharistic Adoration takes place at St. Joseph 

  every Friday after 6:50 AM Mass until 12:00 noon. 
 

 First Saturday Devotion 
After the 9:00 AM Mass the first Sat. of each month. 

  

 Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet 
Prayed immediately following weekday Mass  

(except when there is a 10:00 AM funeral). 

WEEKLY PARISH OFFERTORY 
December 3— 9 2022 

TOTAL → $7,196 

Offertory → 2,726 

Online → 3,460 

Mail-In → 1,010 

DONATIONS—KIND REMINDERS 

• Make checks payable to ST. BARTHOLOMEW PARISH, with 
your note on the memo line. 

• Click here, stbartholomew-needham.org, to discover the 
many ways to donate.  

• Don’t forget to update your online payment information. 

• Call us to order weekly giving envelopes, at no charge to you. 

• Let us know if your personal information has changed, so we 
can update our parish database. 

http://162.144.122.231/~stbarth2/
http://162.144.122.231/~stbarth2/
http://162.144.122.231/~stbarth2/
https://www.stbartholomew-needham.org/financial-support
mailto:stbartholomew@comcast.net
www.stbartholomew-needham.org
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A Note from Fr. Tom 

Psalm 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 

℟: (7c and 10b) Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory. 
The Lord’s are the earth and its fullness; 

the world and those who dwell in it. 
For he founded it upon the seas 

and established it upon the rivers. ℟ 
 

Who can ascend the mountain of the Lord? 
or who may stand in his holy place? 

One whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean, 
who desires not what is vain. ℟ 
 

He shall receive a blessing from the Lord, 
a reward from God his savior. 

Such is the race that seeks for him, 
that seeks the face of the God of Jacob. ℟ 
 

We have reached the Fourth Sunday of Advent, and with                   
Christmas falling on Sunday this year, we still have a full week 
of prayer and penance in preparation for the Lord’s coming.  
As we enter the last week before Christmas, the Responsorial 
Psalm on this fourth and final Sunday of Advent is a                           
procession psalm, which would be sung or chanted as a                                  
liturgical procession entered the city of Jerusalem or the                         
Temple, especially if the procession bore the Ark of the                         
Covenant, considered to be the presence of God: Let the Lord 
enter; he is the king of glory.   

Psalm 24 is particularly appropriate at Mass this week as we 
await the entrance of God into human history with the birth 
of Jesus.  Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory.  The                    
conception of Jesus in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary is 
the great entrance of God into the human temple of Mary, 
whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean, / who desires 
not what is vain. 

In these final days of Advent, pray this psalm in preparation 
for the Lord’s entrance into human history.  Through the                            
sacrament of confession, prepare your soul to be a suitable 
temple for the Lord, and then, with a clean heart, Let the Lord 
enter; he is the king of glory.   

God bless you, 
Fr. Tom  

Saint Bartholomew Parish 

Masses for Christmas & the New Year 

The Nativity of the Lord [Christmas] 

Saturday, December 24th  

3:30 PM* Christmas Concert 

4:00 PM*  Vigil Mass, with Choir 

4:00 PM  Vigil Mass (Ward Hall) 

6:00 PM  Vigil Mass 

Sunday, December 25th 

Midnight Mass during the Night 

8:00 AM  Mass at Dawn 

11:00 AM*  Mass during the Day  

Solemnity of Mary, 
the Holy Mother of God 

Saturday, December 31st 4:00 PM  

Sunday, January 1st 8:00, 9:45* & 11:30 AM 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

Saturday, January 7th 4:00 PM 

Sunday, January 8th 8:00, 9:45* & 11:30 AM 

 * Livestreamed 

Here is a true child  
of Israel.    

There is no guile in him.”          
Bartholomew/ Nathanael   

answered him: “ 
Rabbi, you are  the  

Son of God;  you are the  
King of Israel.”    
~John 1:47-48 ~ 

Confessions before Christmas 

Confessions will be heard on Friday, 
December 23rd, 6:30-8:00 PM. 

(No confessions on Christmas Eve.) 
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GIFT—Growing in Faith Together 

Join us for the St. Bartholomew Parish Women's Prayer Group each Wednesday, 10:00 AM, in the rectory O'Brien room—easy, 
no stairs, access through the garage.  Refreshments are available, followed by the coming  Sunday Gospel, prayers, and                      
discussion.  A Bible scholar one does not have to be.  We are all joining together to raise our thoughts and voices to God for 
one blessed hour.  PLEASE JOIN US!  Questions, Kathy Reilly (781) 444-0862, kreilly15@yahoo.com 

St. Bartholomew Book Club 

Meetings are held every 1st Monday of the month at 1:00 PM in the rectory O'Brien room — easy, no stair access through the         
garage.  Our recent Book Club meeting resulted in an enthusiastic discussion of the chosen book, The Personal Librarian by 
Marie Benedict.  It was most agreeable and informative to all.  Our next meeting will occur a week LATER than usual on       
January 9, as the first Monday of the month occurs January 2, which is too close to the holidays.  Our chosen book for January 
9th is DINNERS WITH RUTH by Nina Totenberg.  This book is a memoir on the power of friendships (Ruth Bader Ginsberg and 
Nina Totenberg) .  Have a wonderful holiday season and please find a moment for yourself to read the above.  Please join us! 
For questions, Kathy Reilly (781) 444-0862, kreilly15@yahoo.com 

Spaced Seating, Cry Rooms, Live-Stream Mass 

There is no longer a general dispensation from attending Mass in person.  Spaced seating is available on one side of the 
church for those desiring more room.  Cry rooms are available for reservation on Sign Up Genius.  The 9:45 AM Sunday Mass is 
livestreamed on our Facebook page for those who cannot attend in person because of serious health reasons. 

Special Collection  
Christmas Clergy Trust 

The one collection taken up at all the 
Christmas Masses throughout the                        
Archdiocese of Boston benefits the Clergy 
Trust to support the retirement, health, and 
wellbeing of Boston priests in good                             
standing.  On behalf of all our priests, thank 
you in advance for your generosity.  For 
more information, please visit 
www.clergytrust.org  

Christmas Choir 

A combined adult and youth choir will                
return to St. Bartholomew for the 4:00 Vigil 
Mass on Christmas Eve.  New members are 
welcome!  All interested adults, and the       
parents of interested youth, are asked to 
contact Charlie Kanelos: 
cnkanelos15@gmail.com or (781) 223-7456. 

St. Bartholomew Men’s Group 

The parish Men’s Group meets every 3rd 
Tuesday of the month (7:30—8:30 AM) in 
the Parish Office.  The next meeting is            
December 20.  The group discusses the 
Mass readings for the next Sunday, along 
with some friendly talk and fellowship.  Any 
man interested in expanding his                                     
understanding of Scripture, and helping                          
others to do the same, is invited to meet at 
the Parish Office on Tuesday morning.  For 
more information, call Marty Cunniffe at 
(781) 444-9033 or (617) 694-6221 (cell). 

mailto:kreilly15@yahoo.com?subject=GIFT
mailto:kreilly15@yahoo.com?subject=Book%20Club
https://rb.gy/mdxqoa
https://clergytrust.org/
mailto:cnkanelos15@gmail.com
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Eucharistic Adoration is held each  
Friday at St. Joseph Church following  

the 6:50 AM Mass, until 12:00 PM. 

New Altar Crucifix 

 

The beautiful new priest’s crucifix at the 
center of the altar was made possible by a 
generous gift to the parish by the Need-
ham Knights of Columbus, Fr. Daniel J. 
Kennedy Council 1611.   

The crucifix faces the priest so that he has 
an image of the crucifixion in front of him 
while offering the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass at the altar.   

Thank you to the Knights of Columbus for 
all that they do for both St. Bartholomew 
and St. Joseph Parishes. 

A note on the Clergy Trust from Fr. John Mulloy 

Since the day of my ordination more than 50 years ago, I have been grateful that God called me to the 
priesthood.  Being committed to serving others’ needs as a living sacrament of God’s presence is a distinct 
privilege.  However, it often leaves very little time for self-care.  For myself and the more than 500 other 
active and senior diocesan priests, self-care is made easier and has become more natural thanks to the 
support of the Clergy Trust. 

This support was made very clear to me years ago when, while skiing out of state, I had a heart event.  All 
the care I received was covered by the Clergy Trust.  What a relief!  Now, as an aging senior priest facing 
increasing health challenges, I have moved into the Regina Cleri Residence in Boston.  This community has 
given me more joy and provided me with more peace of mind than I ever could have imagined.  

Operating Regina Cleri is just one of the three programs that the Clergy Trust provides to priests in good 
standing.  The Dedicated Care Team is available anytime for healthcare or wellness guidance and support, 
and the Intentional Living Program provides resources, seminars, and communications to help us maintain 
our health.  

From ordination to the moment we are called home to God, the Clergy Trust cares for us.  Your generosity 
to the parish collection this Christmas will allow the Clergy Trust to continue carrying out its mission so 
that we can continue carrying out our mission to serve Christ and you.  On behalf of my brothers in Christ, 

thank you.  May God bless your generous hearts. Have a blessed Christmas.  - Fr. John Mulloy 



St. Bartholomew Parish, Needham            Fourth Sunday of Advent          December 18, 2022 

6 

Fourth Sunday of Advent   |   December 18 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign: the virgin shall be with child 
and bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14) 
Reflection.  Sometimes the signs God gives are unmistakable.  Sometimes the 
signs are not so obvious.  What signs do we see when we look around us?  
Sometimes it is hard to see God's signs because the signs of our world are so      
ever present and large.  How many times this month have you seen this sign: 
"ONLY 20 (or 18, or 10, or 6 or…) MORE SHOPPING DAYS 'TIL CHRISTMAS."  Do 
we ever stop to think, "How many praying days left until Christmas?" 
Prayer for the Advent Wreath.  Lord, our God, we praise You for Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, for He is Emmanuel, the Hope of all people.   
He is the Wisdom that teaches and guides us.  He is the Savior of us all. 
O Lord, let your blessing come upon us as we light all candles of this wreath. 
May the wreath and its light be a sign of Christ's promise of salvation. 
May He come quickly and not delay.  We ask this in His holy name. Amen. 
Advent Action.  Look around you for a sign of God's presence.  When you find 
it, share it with someone. 
Prayer.  O come, O Key of David, come and open wide our heavenly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. 
This article is taken from the EWTN website. 

 St. Bartholomew Parish Calendar 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

December 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
Fourth Sunday of        
Advent 

      

MASSES:  

8:00, 9:45, 11:30 AM 
 

4:00—5:00 PM, 
Christmas Choir—
Youth & Adult 

9:00 AM, Mass 
 

4:00 PM 

RE Class (1—6)  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

9:00 AM, Mass 
 

7:30 AM,  Men’s 
Group –Parish 
Office 
 

6:30—8:00 PM, 
Christmas Choir—
Adult 

9:00 AM, Mass 
 

10:00 AM 
GIFT - O’Brien Rm 
 

9:00 AM, Mass 
 

 
9:00 AM, Mass 
 

9:00 AM, Mass 
 

3:30 PM, Concert 

4:00 PM, Vigil Mass 
(with choir) 
 

4:00 PM, Vigil Mass  
(Ward Hall) 
 

6:00 PM, Vigil Mass 

December 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

The Nativity of the 
Lord 

St. Stephen 
The First Martyr 

St. John 
Apostle, Evangelist 

The Holy Innocents 
Martyrs 

Fifth Day within the 
Octave of the Nativity 

The Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph 

Seventh Day within 
the Octave of the 
Nativity 

Midnight, Mass 
  

8:00 AM, Mass  
 

11:00 AM, Mass 
 

9:00 AM, Mass 
 

Office closed 

 
 
 

9:00 AM, Mass 
 

9:00 AM, Mass 
 

10:00 AM 
GIFT - O’Brien Rm 
 

9:00 AM, Mass 
 

9:00 AM, Mass 
 

9:00 AM, Mass 
 

2:30—3:15 PM, 
Confession 
 

4:00 PM, Mass 

January 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Solemnity of Mary, the 
Holy Mother of God 

Ss. Basil the Great & 
Gregory Nazianzen 
Bishops, Doctors of 
the Church 

 St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton 
Religious 

St. John Neumann 
Bishop 

  

MASSES:  

8:00, 9:45, 11:30 AM 
 

 

9:00 AM, Mass 
 

Office closed 
 
 

 
 

9:00 AM, Mass 
 

9:00 AM, Mass 
 

10:00 AM 
GIFT - O’Brien Rm 
 

9:00 AM, Mass 
 

9:00 AM, Mass 
 

9:00 AM, Mass 
 

2:30—3:15 PM, 
Confession 
 

4:00 PM, Mass 

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/reflections/advent
https://www.stbartholomew-needham.org/calendar
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“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

“Jesus Wept.”John 11:35 

This is what it’s like to suffer from
Fibromyalgia. 

 
Fibromyalgia symptoms make everyday

life incredibly difficult and daily tasks
nearly impossible.  More often than not,

these symptoms are made worse by
practitioners that find it difficult to

understand and even more troublesome
to treat. It is characterized by widespread

pain in muscles and tissues.
 

Symptoms are masked with over-the-
counter medications or prescription pills
that may only provide temporary relief.

Unfortunately, more often than not these
medications fail to provide relief at all.   

You may even be completely dismissed by
medical providers who don’t understand

Fibromyalgia and may not have any
treatments to offer.

 
If you are feeling ignored or let down by

your providers who have failed to give you
the pain relief options that you need,

look no further than Acupuncturist Min K.
Jeon at AWC|Acupuncture & Wellness

Clinic
At AWC you no longer have to suffer!

At AWC there is a medical practitioner
that has a proven solution for

fibromyalgia pain!

Acupuncturist Min K. Jeon uses non-
invasive, non-pharmaceutical, integrative

therapies to RELIEVE her patients of
Fibromyalgia symptoms. Reducing

various forms of pain and inflammation,
stimulating the release of endorphins,

and offering effective symptom relief
for Fibromyalgia. 

 
She skillfully combines therapies such as
ATP Resonance BioTherapy™ and non-
pharmaceutical, non-opioid, non-steroid,

natural therapies for amplified
 and lasting results.

 
Imagine relief!

Imagine increased energy!
Imagine finally having a Medical

Practitioner who genuinely listens
to you, understands your condition, 

and can develop a personalized,
comprehensive treatment plan.

 
 

Call (781)221-0162 today to set
up a consultation with 

Acupuncturist Min Jeon Lic.Ac.
D.Ac.

 

Do you suffer from CHRONIC PAIN? 
Does the pain seem to have a 
life of its own?
Does the pain seem to travel?
Are you plagued by SEVERE FATIGUE?
Are you afflicted with RECURRING
HEADACHE or MIGRAINES?
Are you tortured with feelings of
TENDERNESS and/or SWELLING?
Do you experience NUMBNESS 
or TINGLING in your arms and/or legs?

SEVERE FATIGUE? CHRONIC PAIN? TAKE YOUR LIFE BACK!

CALL TODAY (781) 221-0162

BUILDING MINDS & CHANGING LIVES

ONE STUDENT AT A TIME

Your gift today provides low-income 
students in greater Boston with critical 

support during times of crisis. 

You can help 
CSF students thrive 
amidst the COVID 

pandemic. Visit 
CSFBoston.org today.

The Catholic Schools
Foundation

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Rosaries from Flowers 
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 

(978) 851-9103

www.rosariesfromflowers.com

Serious Sellers Attract Serious Buyers

SOLD SOLD

Experts in the Accelerated 
Sale of Commercial & Residential Real Estate

Needham, MA New Bedford, MA

90 days from List to Close
Full Market-Value • No Contingencies 

• No Reduced Offers

JJManning
AUCTIONEERS

Since 1976
Jerome J. Manning & Company, Inc.

Dennis P. Lydon, Esq.
800-521-0111 • 508-221-0347

www.JJManning.com

Contact: 

SUPPORT OUR PRIESTS 
THIS CHRISTMAS

Give today at
clergytrust.org

Your gift helps care for the health and 
well-being of priests in good standing.

www.rosariesfromflowers.com
www.JJManning.com
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W. C. Canniff & Sons, Inc.
531 Cummins Hwy  • Roslindale
617-323-3690 

Since 1896
www.CanniffMonuments.com

Monuments &
Lettering

P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins 
2000 Centre Street 
West Roxbury, MA 
(617) 325-2000

456 High Street 
Dedham, MA 

(781) 326-0500

477 Washington Street 
Wellesley, MA 

(781) 235-4100

1305 Highland Avenue 
Needham, MA 

(781) 444-0687

GeorGe F. Doherty Funeral homes
-Family Owned & Operated Since 1937 - 

www.gfdoherty.com

®

To discover the wonderful 
way of life at Avita, contact

Mary Jane McGill:

781.444.2266
880 Greendale Avenue  /  Needham, MA

avitaofneedham.com

906 & 931   Great Plain Ave. Needham, MA   (781) 449-2500       www.closetexchange.com

 Womens Luxury & Designer Brand Resale

Shop

Make Cash Or Donate Locally

Consign

Smart, Sustainable & Eco-Friendly

Recycle

Steven Conroy - Owner
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com

Home Cleanouts 
Garage Cleanouts 
Office Cleanouts 
Storage Unit Cleanouts 
Estate Cleanouts 
Furniture 
Appliances
Televisions  
Yard Waste
Construction Debris
Demolition 

Karen Giovannucci 
Sales Associate 
Realtor®

1089 Great Plain Avenue 
Needham, MA 
617-510-4688 Cell 
781-410-2482 Fax 
Karen.Giovannuci@commonmoves.com 
www.commonmoves.com

Commonwealth Real Estate

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

St. Mary’s Cemetery | 1 Wellesley Avenue,
Needham, MA 02494

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY

For information, call the cemetery sta�  at Mary 
Immaculate of Lourdes Church at 781-235-1841. 

St Mary’s Cemetery in Needham, founded 
in the 1870’s, is the parish cemetery of Mary 
Immaculate of Lourdes. � e Cemetery is 
a reverent resting place for those awaiting 
reunion with the Risen Lord. � e decision
to pre-plan and purchase interment rights is 
a responsible and thoughtful gesture, sparing 
loved ones the stress of making di�  cult 
decisions during a time of grief and loss.

• EELLEECCTTRRIICCAALL  RREEPPAAIIRRSS  &&  IINNSSTTAALLLLAATTIIOONN

• PPAANNEELLSS,,  GGEENNEERRAATTOORRSS  &&  SSUURRGGEE  SSUUPPPPRREESSSSOORRSS

• PPOOOOLL  WWIIRRIINNGG  &&  LLAANNDDSSCCAAPPEE  LLIIGGHHTTIINNGG • EEVV  CCHHAARRGGEERRSSLocally Owned and OperatedLocally Owned and Operated

CCAALLLL  TTOODDAAYY!!  550088--335599--77995544 • www.paulmacrina.com • Serving Metro West Boston

SSiimmppllee  ttoo  CCoommpplleexx
DDeeppeennddaabbllee  &&  TTrruussttwwoorrtthhyy John Bazin

781.742.4545
john.bazin@compass.com

Karan Bazin
781.742.4472

karan.bazin@compass.com

 Call us for unparalleled 
service with your next 
home sale or purchase.

bazinteam.com
compass.com

BAZIN TEAM IS A TEAM OF REAL ESTATE AGENTS AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS.   

www.mauracutting.com
20+ Year Parishioner

Maura Cutting
(781) 844-6078

Thinking of selling or 
buying a home? 

Call me!

#1 Agent in Needham 2018- Present

• Asphalt Shingles • Flat Roofs
• Skylights • Lifetime Warranties

Waterman Building & Remodeling is a family owned and operated company that specializes in 
roofing. Having a new roof put on your home is a major decision so when it comes to hiring a 
trustworthy professional, you can rely on us.
All of our roofs come with a Lifetme Warranty, that is transferrable to the next homeowner & 
backed by one of the top roofing manufacturers in the business, Owens Corning. 

Call Today For A Free Estimate
774-992-3201 • www.watermanbuilders.com

Roofing Specialist

COME FOR A VISIT!
Call 781.433.6524

865 Central Ave., Needham, MA

NorthHill.org

Luxury Senior Living

Free Estimates

781.492.5556
sbmasonry12@gmail.com

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

mailto:info@lugaway.com
mailto:Karen.Giovannuci@commonmoves.com
mailto:john.bazin@compass.com
mailto:karan.bazin@compass.com
mailto:sbmasonry12@gmail.com
www.CanniffMonuments.com
www.gfdoherty.com
www.closetexchange.com
www.lugaway.com
www.commonmoves.com
www.paulmacrina.com
www.mauracutting.com
www.watermanbuilders.com

